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PURPOSEPURPOSE

 RRural scholars from 8 OECD countriesural scholars from 8 OECD countries
–– discuss the future of rural developmentdiscuss the future of rural development

 Older approaches focused upon a „spaceOlder approaches focused upon a „space--
economy‟economy‟
–– attention to comparative advantages, natural resource attention to comparative advantages, natural resource 

endowments, and overcoming the cost of distancesendowments, and overcoming the cost of distances

 Being replaced by „placeBeing replaced by „place--based economies‟ based economies‟ 
–– unique attributes/assets of individual places determine unique attributes/assets of individual places determine 

their attractiveness for activities/investmentstheir attractiveness for activities/investments

 “If capital can invest anywhere; why would they “If capital can invest anywhere; why would they 
invest in your community/region”invest in your community/region”
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TASKSTASKS

 Each presenter explored three topics:Each presenter explored three topics:

 General background General background 

–– rural community and economic restructuringrural community and economic restructuring

 PlacePlace--based policy or economic based policy or economic 
developmentdevelopment

–– its implications/lessonsits implications/lessons

 Current trends Current trends 

–– possible „next rural economies‟ possible „next rural economies‟ 
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SCOPESCOPE

 Range of topics raised:Range of topics raised:

–– transformation of seasonal economiestransformation of seasonal economies

–– role of amenity migrationrole of amenity migration

–– possibilities from information technologiespossibilities from information technologies

–– sustainable/green energysustainable/green energy

–– niche educationniche education

–– alternative service modelsalternative service models

–– transportationtransportation

–– multimulti--functionalityfunctionality

–– governancegovernance

–– transitions. transitions. 



Emergent IssuesEmergent Issues

 „No Rest For The Rural‟„No Rest For The Rural‟

 Immigration and Revitalization (I & II)Immigration and Revitalization (I & II)

 ConnectivityConnectivity

 InnovationInnovation

 Quality Of Life And LifestyleQuality Of Life And Lifestyle

 GovernanceGovernance

 MultiMulti--functionalityfunctionality

 Role For Senior GovernmentRole For Senior Government

 Assets And AspirationsAssets And Aspirations

 TourismTourism

 Coordinated Public Sector InvestmentsCoordinated Public Sector Investments

 Urban Urban –– Rural TiesRural Ties

 Rarely By Accident Rarely By Accident 



‘No Rest For The Rural’‘No Rest For The Rural’

21st Century economy defined by 21st Century economy defined by 
fast paced changefast paced change

Our present solutions Our present solutions –– will soon will soon 
need new solutionsneed new solutions

 If you create success, tomorrow you If you create success, tomorrow you 
better start planning for the next better start planning for the next 
transitiontransition

Flexibility and continuous attention Flexibility and continuous attention 



Immigration and Revitalization IImmigration and Revitalization I

 Population vital for creating economic Population vital for creating economic 
activity and as labour force for economic activity and as labour force for economic 
activityactivity

 Historically, immigration needed:Historically, immigration needed:
–– workwork
–– access to education for next generation‟access to education for next generation‟
–– connection with cultureconnection with culture

 Now, immigration needs:Now, immigration needs:
–– work work –– for all adult membersfor all adult members
–– access to post secondary educationaccess to post secondary education
–– connection with culture / worldconnection with culture / world
–– * reception / settlement services * reception / settlement services 



Immigration and Revitalization IIImmigration and Revitalization II

 Importance of daily and seasonal Importance of daily and seasonal 
population movementspopulation movements

Significant to diversifying rural Significant to diversifying rural 
economieseconomies

––some old formssome old forms

––some new onessome new ones

Benefits and burden sharing? Benefits and burden sharing? 



ConnectivityConnectivity

 Internet is the new „Iron Horse‟Internet is the new „Iron Horse‟

Renovation of „old economy‟ Renovation of „old economy‟ 
infrastructureinfrastructure

 Investments in new economy Investments in new economy 
infrastructureinfrastructure

Critical in the move to a knowledge Critical in the move to a knowledge 
economyeconomy

NetworkingNetworking
––Relationship buildingRelationship building

Part of „being ready‟Part of „being ready‟



InnovationInnovation

Also critical in the knowledge Also critical in the knowledge 
economyeconomy

 Incubators and supportIncubators and support
––creative identificationcreative identification

––nurturing policy/investmentsnurturing policy/investments
Mirimichi computer animationMirimichi computer animation

Place brandingPlace branding

Creative individuals / sectorsCreative individuals / sectors
––Proximity to other creative centresProximity to other creative centres



Quality Of Life And LifestyleQuality Of Life And Lifestyle

Key to attracting and holding Key to attracting and holding 
creative peoplecreative people
––all about retaining (and recruiting)all about retaining (and recruiting)

As vital as attention to ec dev As vital as attention to ec dev 
recruitingrecruiting
––get and keepget and keep

Mobility of capital & aspirations of Mobility of capital & aspirations of 
the next generation of workers the next generation of workers 



GovernanceGovernance

 PartnershipsPartnerships
–– cross government, sectorcross government, sector

 Capacity buildingCapacity building
–– responsiveness in the knowledge economyresponsiveness in the knowledge economy

–– institutional memory institutional memory 

–– succession planningsuccession planning

 Regional Regional 
–– regional and rural identity on practical and regional and rural identity on practical and 

policy matterspolicy matters

 Beyond governmentBeyond government
–– wider array of players involved wider array of players involved 



MultiMulti--functionalityfunctionality

Economic version of move away from Economic version of move away from 
monomono--culture forests or fieldsculture forests or fields

–– reduces vulnerabilityreduces vulnerability

––opens options for diversityopens options for diversity

New land/resource processesNew land/resource processes

–– legal, administrative, „cultural‟ legal, administrative, „cultural‟ 



Role For Senior GovernmentRole For Senior Government

Government withdrawal is 30+ year Government withdrawal is 30+ year 
trendtrend

But, senior government has:But, senior government has:
––key policy leverskey policy levers

–– fiscal powerfiscal power

–– capacity/expertisecapacity/expertise

Return to careful intervention in Return to careful intervention in 
partnership with partnership with 
regions/communities regions/communities 



Assets And AspirationsAssets And Aspirations

Assets Assets 
––much more than rocks and treesmuch more than rocks and trees

–– role for greater creativity/imaginationrole for greater creativity/imagination

AspirationsAspirations
–– role for local „vision‟ processesrole for local „vision‟ processes

–– lack of fit can hamper actionslack of fit can hamper actions

Critical for planning Critical for planning 

Saved my town / lost my community Saved my town / lost my community 



Challenge Of Local CapacityChallenge Of Local Capacity

Rural government and development Rural government and development 
agencies under pressureagencies under pressure

––need attention to continuous capacity need attention to continuous capacity 
renewalrenewal

Need to scale up in more ways than Need to scale up in more ways than 
oneone

––skillsskills

–– information information 

–– resourcesresources



TourismTourism

 Success as full or supplemental activitySuccess as full or supplemental activity
–– single industry dependence can be more acutesingle industry dependence can be more acute

 Examples drew upon intensely local Examples drew upon intensely local 
characteristics, values, assetscharacteristics, values, assets
–– match with community aspirations (folklore match with community aspirations (folklore 

sites)sites)

–– match with land uses and seasonal rhythms match with land uses and seasonal rhythms 
(farm tourism/agritainment)(farm tourism/agritainment)

 Needs coordinationNeeds coordination
–– will not happen by accident will not happen by accident 

–– need for active guidanceneed for active guidance



Coordinated Public Sector Coordinated Public Sector 

InvestmentsInvestments
Limited funds need to be spent Limited funds need to be spent 

wiselywisely
––get most benefit for most communities, get most benefit for most communities, 

regionsregions

New understandings of New understandings of 
competitivenesscompetitiveness
––underline the importance of strategic underline the importance of strategic 

investments in community infrastructureinvestments in community infrastructure

–– social and economic (investments in social and economic (investments in 
placeplace) ) 



Urban Urban –– Rural TiesRural Ties

 Old notionOld notion
–– each has roles to play in an integrated each has roles to play in an integrated 

economyeconomy
–– have lost sight of these tieshave lost sight of these ties

 Renovate this relationshipRenovate this relationship
–– in practicein practice
–– in policyin policy
–– in investmentsin investments

 Rural can be „drowned by an urban tide‟Rural can be „drowned by an urban tide‟
–– property valuesproperty values
–– development outcomesdevelopment outcomes



Rarely By AccidentRarely By Accident

 “Doing things, at the local and “Doing things, at the local and 
regional scales, matters and not regional scales, matters and not 
doing things has consequences.” doing things has consequences.” 

As a common theme:As a common theme:
–– „place‟ has re„place‟ has re--emerged as a emerged as a 

fundamental ingredientfundamental ingredient

––where territory matters more than where territory matters more than 
sector & competitive advantage more sector & competitive advantage more 
than comparative advantagethan comparative advantage



Not a case of ‘either’ / ‘or’ solutionsNot a case of ‘either’ / ‘or’ solutions

Cautions about the „big idea‟ / Cautions about the „big idea‟ / 
„flavour of the month‟ solutions„flavour of the month‟ solutions
––Need for a multifaceted approachNeed for a multifaceted approach

Coordination of policy, local initiative Coordination of policy, local initiative 
and investmentand investment
–– „get on same page‟„get on same page‟

Need for a common visionNeed for a common vision
–– “renewal of the rural economy”“renewal of the rural economy”



DiscussionDiscussion




